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honor and integrity of the collector; and many of these, forgetting their political hostility,, sympathized in his distress on the occasion. It was well known, that the large property of Gen. Lamb was amply sufficient to cover quadruple the amount of the deficiency; and in order to ascertain the exact sum, the agents of the government called to their aid the quondam clerk, who had so recently left the office.
This unprincipled wretch then unravelled a part of his own web; and by investigations which he alone could make; accounts which had been passed by the government were opened, and errors detected, by which the defalcation was swelled to a much greater amount than was at first discovered.
At this juncture, Gen. Hamilton and Col. Troup,the most formidable of his political opponents, called upon Gen. Lamb, and assured him, that if a schedule of his property should be given to the government; and its fiscal agents could be convinced of its availability to discharge the debt; that ample time would be given him, to raise the necessary sum. This was done; a list of lands, far exceeding in value his liability to the Treasury, was given, and he resigned the office.
To make the security of the government the more assured, the wealthy friends of Gen. Lamb, offered to take a part of the property, and give their individual bonds, on time, to the government; arid this proposition was acceded to: but when each was prepared to give security for the share which he was willing to assume, the agent of the government refused to carry oat the arrangement; and required a joint and several bond of the parties to be executed. This was not complied with: the most summary process was resorted to; and the property was sold by the Marshal, under an execution of the government.
As might have been expected, it was sold at an enormous loss. Lands treble the value of the whole debt, were sacrificed; the family was ruined; and the government claim was not yet satisfied. For this, the agents of the government were